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Gentle Communion
Pat Mora's "Gentle Communion, "poem discusses a lady recalling some moments about her late grandmother. She appears to regret that she did not ask her grandmother some critical questions before she passed on. Ideally, the poem is a reminder of how people forget to ask or care for someone when they are alive. When a person dies, an individual will regret failing to seek answers to some of the things they have been worried about. The “Gentle Communion” poem treats the boundary between the granddaughter and grandmother as that of the living and dead. 
           Based on the poem the granddaughter seemed to have a close relationship with her grandmother. This is demonstrated by “when I try to make her laugh” (Mora, line 10). This relationship was strong when her grandmother was still alive. Human relationships are close only when people are alive. It is only the living that builds solid and firm relationships. However, immediately a partner in a relationship dies, the connection that once existed diminishes. Therefore, this current relationship between the granddaughter and grandmother is spiritual. The granddaughter is alive, but she is not physically in touch with the grandmother. Consequently, she has to treat her relationship with the grandmother as spiritual and nostalgic. It is nostalgic because she remembers how their relationship was close when they were both alive. The connection is not spiritual because she is alive, and the grandmother is dead. The dead and the living recognize their relationship as spiritual.
           The boundary between the grandmother and granddaughter is treated as a past memory. The narrator in this poem says, "Since she can't hear me anymore," (Mora, line 5). This line implies that the grandmother is in a spiritual world, where she cannot physically listen to her granddaughter. The granddaughter understandably knows that she will never have physical contact with her grandmother to share experiences. In essence, the granddaughter remembers the memories of her grandmother until the day she passed on.
In conclusion, "Gentle Communion," features the life of a grandmother and her granddaughter. Their relationship was close and firm until the grandmother passed on, leaving her granddaughter with many questions to ask her. Death created a separation between these two characters. Hence, the “Gentle Communion” poem treats the boundary between the granddaughter and grandmother as that of the living and dead.
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